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SOHWINGHAM:MER, JOHN JUNIOR

File No.

John Schwinghammer Junior was born on March 22, 1840, in
Munich Bavaria, Germany.
John Schwinghammer Junior is the son of John Senior and
Katherine (Gruber) Schwinghammer.
John Schwinghammer Senior was born on June 10, 1813, and hie
wife Katherine (Gruber) Schwinghammer wa.s born on May 15, 1814.
In the year 1856, John Schwinghammer Senior, brought hie family
to America.

There were six children.

John Junior, Peter, Barbara, Kary

and the names of two not known.
They settled in Watertown, Jefferson county, Wisconsin, where
they remained for about three and a half years and then moved to a farm
near Appleton, Wisconsin.
In the year 1862, John Schwinghammer Junior and John Obermiller
came to Stearns County in search of homesteads, making the trip from
Appleton, Wisconsin on foot.

In this quest they reached the locality

then known as Two Rivers, now called Albany.

There was at that time no

evidence of previous occupancy in that locality.
After deciding upon suitable claims, they returned to their
homes in Wisconsin.
The next year 1863, the entire Schwinghammer family migrated
to Stearns County.

The father, John Senior, took a claim in section 22,

the son John Junior, took a claim in section 23, while another son,
Joseph, took a claim in section 24.
part of Brockway township.

All of this territory was then a
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When Avon was organized in 1866, it included Albany, and John
Schwinghammer Junior was elected the first assessor.

In 1868, when

Albany township was organized, John Schwinghameer was elected chairman
of the board of supervisors, and his brother, Joseph, was elected
justice of the peace.
When the family first se ttled here, they all lived together in
a small log cabin whioh

they had erect ed on the claim in section 22.

Three years later they built a large log house on section 23, and it
served as the home of the t wo sons John Junio~ and Joseph.
The land was covered with a dense growth of timber and it
took many years to render it tillable.

Oxen were used for many years

in cultivating the l and.
John Schwinghammer Junior often r elated the time when he would
walk to St. Jo seph, the nearest trading post, with a ea.ck of whea.t on
his back and return with a sack of flour.
Indians were numerous in the county, during the first few years,
but they were friendly occasionally putting in their appearance at the
Schwingha.mmer oabin to beg food or trade furs and venison for flour
or bread.
In the year 1866, John Schwinghammer Junior was married to
Anna Pfau of New Munich, Minnesota.
Anna Pfau was born on July 18, 1845, in Germany, daughter of
Simon and Catherine (lletzger) Pfau.

In the year 1852, she was brough1;

to this country by her parents, who set t led on a farm near New Munich.
After the marriage the couple started housekeeping in the l og
cabin on section 23.
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The first mass to be held in Two River Settlement was read
by Father Wolfgang Northman

o. s.

B. on Ascension day in the year 1866,

in the log cabin home of John Schwinghammer Junior.

The first baptism

to take place in the settlement, that of Catherine Schwinghammer, the
first child to be born to John Junior and Anna (Pfau) Schwinghammer
was also performed at the home, by Rev. Wolfgang Northamn

o. s.

B. and

a.l so the first marriage to be performed, that of Joseph Meier a.nd Anna
Katzner was also solemnized in the home.

This cabin stooa on the same

location where the home of Henry Schwinghammer now stands.
In 1886, a frame house was built, and in 1892 this was replaced
with a larger frame structure.

In the meantime, John Schwinghammer Junior had added to his
original tract, and had also gradually improved, enlarged and increased
his farm buildings and equipment.

In addition to the offices already

mentioned, he was 01erk of Albany Township and of School district
Number 111.

He was one of the organizers of the Albany Mutual Fire

Insurance Company that st arted business on June 1, 1895, and served as
its secretary until 1914.

In 1890 he was elected County Commissioner

and held that office for four years.
He was also an active participant in everything relating to
church affairs.

No expense or trouble was ever t oo grea.t for him when

it went toward the furthering of his religion.
In the year 1903, he retired and moved to the village of
Albany, where he resided until his death, which occurred on January 2~,
1917.

His· wife preoeeded him in death by two years, she died on June 6,

1915.

Both are buried in the Catholic Cemetery at Albany.
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John Junior and Anna (Pfau) Schwinghammer are the parents of
eight children:
Gregor, John

r.,

Cather ine, Aloys (A. J.), Simon, Henry, Peter A.,
and Kary.

Catherine, is Sister Sancia, a member of the Order of St.
Benedicta at St. Joseph, Minnesota.

Teaching is her profession, having

taught school in Eden Valley, Minnesota for 26 years.
Aloy J (A.J.) married Anna Blenker of Albany and resided in
Bruno, Saskatch ewan , Canada where he operated a store until his death
which occurred in J anuary 13, 1935.

The widow and five children

survive.

Simon married Barbara Nasser and they reside in Saskatoon
Saskatchewan, Canada.
lumber business there.

Before retirement Simon Schwinghammer was in the
They have ten children.

Peter A. marr ied Agnes Diederichs who died and he was married
a second time to Loret t a Pallansch.
first marriage and t wo to the second.

Five children were born to the
They reside in Bruno Saska.tchewan,

Canada, where he is engaged in the lumber business.
Gre gor, who resides on a farm south of Albany married Margaret
Emmel who died and he then married a second time to Theresia Pallansch. ·
Five chil dren were born to the first union and seven to the second.
John F. married Kate Binsfield and they reside in Engelfeld,
Saskatchewan, Canada, where he is a teacher.

They have six children.

ary is at present employed in the Capitol at Washington D.
Henry, born on Octob~r 6, 1872, and attended the district
school and assisted his father with the work on the farm.

c.
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On June 24, 1902, he married Mary Feneis of St. Joseph,
daughter of John and Barbara (Knoblach) Feneis.
at St. Joseph, Minnesota.

The marriage took place

The attendants were, John and Mary

Schwinghammer, Joseph Feneis and Annie Schwinghammer.
Mary (Feneis) Schwinghammer was born on February 7, 1883, at
St. Joseph, Minnesota , and was at home until the time of her marriage.
After their marriage the couple took over his fa t her's farm in
section 23, and have since ma.de their home there.
Aside of operating the farm, which he improved with a set of
new buildings Henry Schwit;,;ghammer was also a leader in the community
affairs.

He served as assessor for nine years and was town supervisor

for ten yeare:.
Henry and Kary (Feneis) Schwinghammer are the parents of four
children:
Henry A. Junior, born September 11, 1904, married Grace Erstea.d
of Whapeton, North Dakota, and they reside in the village of Albany where
he is engaged in the Implement Business.

They have one child, Carmen

Ann.

Andrew, born September 2, 1907 at home.
Hildegard, born December 9, 1919, married J erome Nett and they
reside in the village of Albany.

They have one child, John.

Lawrence, born June 26, 1911, at home.

Interviewed:
Date:
By:

Henry Schwinghammer
April 19, 1937
Walter B. Haupt

Publication Granted

•

/

I

FROM THI REOORDS IN THE STEARNS OQUNTY OQtltT HOUSE

FOR THS JOHN SOHWINGH.AlWER BIQGRAPHI

NATURAL.l ZATION REOORD BOOK A. PAGE 176
I

John Schwinghamer Kade application to become a · citizen of the
United States Septemper 21st, 1863 and st ated that he arrived on

or about the 12th day of July, 1855.
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